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Annual Review 


In the present article a review is made of retail trade during 
he trade year ended January 1943, based on the statistics 
ublished monthly in the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 

The total value of sales reported to the Bank of England in 
he year under review was roughly £420 million, or well over 
) per cent. more than the previous highest figure. This very 
ratifying increase is almost wholly due to the greater number 
contributors reporting throughout the year, as there was little 
hange in the level of money sales. The sample now includes 
omething like one-fifth of the total value of retail sales of those 
tinds which it effectively covers (excluding, for example, coal, 
obacco, drink and newspapers). Retailers not already colla- 
prating are reminded that they can obtain from the Retail 
Distributors’ Association, or from the Statistics Office of the 

ak of England, specimen forms and particulars of the methods 
ensuring secrecy ; private traders would be especially welcome 

contributors, since this type of business is inadequately 
ented. 


SALES: COMPARISON WITH A YEAR EARLIER 


The table below shows the percentage change in the value of 
es in each category of goods, and in each district, as compared 
h the corresponding period a year earlier; figures are given 

oth for the last two trading years as a whole and for each 

uarter. 

The figures for 1942-43 have been mainly affected by the 

ollowing factors :— 

(a) Increased restrictions on the available supply of goods. The 

ncidence of this factor has varied greatly between the different 
tegories. 

(6) Price changes. This factor also has had a very variable 
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‘incidence. Some prices have risen very steeply, largely because 
of the double purchase tax, but others have actually fallen. In 
the case of apparel, prices at the beginning of 1942 were sub- 
stantially higher than in the corresponding period a year earlier, 
but by the end of the year the increased supply of utility clothing 
had replaced this upward factor by a downward one ; for 1942-43 
as a whole, prices were rather higher than a year earlier. 

In other cases, notably pottery, the prices of comparable 
articles have changed relatively little, but production has been 
confined to the simpler and cheaper types, so that the average 
receipts per item sold have fallen considerably. 

(c) Rationing changes. In the main these merely reflect the 
changed supply of the goods in question, so that the influence 
of rationing and of restricted supplies must not be added together. 
But where a ration is given for a considerable period, as with 
clothes, the timing of coupon releases may greatly affect the 
figures for particular months. 

One further factor must be remembered in comparing the 
percentage changes for various quarters: any differences are 
just as likely to be due to abnormal] sales in the previous year 
as to the events of the current one. 


Total Sales. Total sales for the year 1942-43 were 1-9 per cent. 
higher than those of the previcus year, for which a fall of 3-2 per 
cent. was recorded. The increase was wholly due to a rise of 
3-5 per cent. in food and perishables, other merchandise showing 
a negligible fall. This difference in the value figures greatly 
understates the contrast by volume, as non-food prices were 
considerably higher than in the previous year. Thus the war- 
time development whereby the volume of non-food sales shrinks 
relatively to that of food has been carried substantially further. 


Sales (at Selling Value) compared with a Year earlier 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 





1941-42 compared with 1940-41 


1942-43 compared with 1941-42 
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* Including some goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 


+ Particulars not available. 
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Table I—Index Numbers of Retail Sales, 1941 and 1942 
(Average Daily Sales in 1937 = 100) 


27th March 1943 





Midlands 





London— 











































































































































































































































T 
Scotland North- North- and South South of Central and | London— Gra 
East West Wales England West End Suburban Britai 
Month | _ | — 
1941 | 1942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1941 | 1949 194] rm 
Lea 
NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE 
January 113 128 107 122 107 119 108 119 97 98 60 67 71 83 9] ie 
February ... 106 120 96 108 97 109 107 113 96 95 47 61 71 80 84 4 
March 122 | 135 | 155 | 126 | 118 | 127 | 118 | 122 | 100 98 58 74 77 89 98 | 14 
April 130 131 129 128 128 126 134 127 124 113 63 78 92 97 109 19 
May 139 125 131 123 135 117 135 114 119 98 61 63 92 87 110 | 
June 155 156 132 133 131 131 139 137 133 124 64 70 100 102 106 | 19 
July 112 | 110 | 104 | 104 | 107 | 100 | 104 | 100 91 86 56 63 71 76 89 | 
August : 104 99 | 107 | 102 | 107 99 | 105 92 | 103 91 51 61 74 72 90 | 9% 
September 130 125 116 113 lll 105 126 114 107 98 65 78 80 78 101 | 19 
October 125 136 114 127 111 | 124 122 127 104 116 69 93 WW 89 98 | 1p 
November... 129 133 123 125 117 117 116 116 99 94 61 76 79 82 97 | 99 
December 168 166 158 151 157 150 170 157 149 139 76 90 118 115 126 | 193 
Year 125 128 117 119 116 117 120 117 108 103 60 72 85 90 99 mm 
APPAREL + 
January . 109 129 103 126 110 130 108 127 96 105 52 64 72 87 92 | 108 
February ... 102 123 94 110 93 112 105 115 91 92 46 54 68 74 82 | 93 
March 122 142 118 135 120 139 125 131 103 99 57 66 84 93 102 | WW 
April 137 138 149 149 148 142 159 144 142 125 67 72 109 108 124 | 12) 
May 152 126 151 133 153 121 152 117 137 102 65 59 105 90 124 | 101 
June 171 174 146 153 150 160 157 162 145 143 60 70 113 119 110 | 116 
July 110 | 113 | 103 | 107 | 108 | 106 | 102 | 100 92 90 46 56 68 74 86 | 89 
August 100 98 107 104 105 100 100 89 104 95 39 51 69 72 85 | 8 
September 135 132 122 117 116 109 128 113 116 106 54 69 87 85 105 | 102 
October 123 142 119 143 113 141 126 143 109 134 63 94 76 96 101 | 1% 
November... 124 135 121 127 115 121 118 124 97 100 52 70 82 92 96 | 108 
December 154 155 153 145 149 146 161 146 136 129 58 73 117 115 120 | 17 
Year ... 125 | 131 118 | 124 | 120 | 124 | 123 | 121 111 107 56 67 86 91 100 | 103 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS { 
January 120 128 ; 106 { 111 92 99 | 95 99 83 $1 50 65 60 79 76 | 8 
February ... 106 109 81 90 80 89 91 92 7 79 40 70 51 67 66 1 
March 116 123 99 106 91 101 | 104 102 77 79 50 85 53 71 77 90 
April 108 110 94 91 95 98 101 100 85 90 46 85 58 74 74 84 
May 103 112 104 101 89 89 102 99 81 81 47 68 65 a7 74 19 
June 117 108 100 85 94 86 101 88 92 81 61 68 71 72 84 8 
July 118 96 102 83 104 80 105 86 87 76 65 74 65 70 83 rf) 
August 128 101 106 83 109 84 112 82 103 87 69 79 70 61 91 1 
September 132 109 107 86 102 84 114 93 87 76 77 85 67 59 88 8 
October 139 115 113 96 103 87 118 92 96 88 75 87 64 61 89 81 
November... 136 107 107 85 103 82 102 83 89 72 56 61 65 56 80 69 
December 174 140 144 108 131 97 | 150 109 129 104 68 72 101 86 99 81 
| 
Year 124 113 104 93 101 9] | 108 94 92 85 56 72 72 75 84 82 
FOOD AND PERISHABLES 
January 129 } 127 115 115 116 114 | 120 116 118 113 64 72 98 100 jj 110 | 108 
February ... 126 127 119 121 116 116 118 117 122 122 68 83 102 107 111 11 
March 124 129 118 126 115 121 | 120 124 124 126 69 82 104 109 113 | 118 
April 130 129 118 120 116 117 | 124 126 130 129 81 90 109 109 116 | 117 
May 125 135 123 131 117 122 | 122 131 123 124 70 80 109 116 113 | 119 
June 121 128 115 12 lll 115 | 116 122 124 125 $l 86 106 114 106 | Ill 
July 124 132 117 123 118 123 119 127 122 125 84 90 107 120 110 | 17 
August 115 120 118 121 112 119 | 121 127 125 124 81 86 103 11] 106 110 
September 117 124 115 120 lll 119 | 116 122 115 116 80 88 98 106 99 105 
October 124 134 120 125 115 22 | 119 125 115 118 73 79 99 113 107 113 
November... 118 126 118 122 116 121 120 129 117 118 86 85 98 108 107 113 
December ... 138 136 135 133 132 130 129 127 134 128 122 127 114 119 123 122 
Year 124 128 118 122 116 119 | 119 123 12] 121 83 92 105 112 110 lt 
TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
January 122 129 lll 117 lll 116 116 117 110 108 61 68 88 93 102 106 
February ... 118 | 124 | 108 | 115 | 107 | 113 | 113 | 115 | 110 | 110 49 62 90 96 98 | 103 
March 124 132 117 126 114 124 120 124 115 115 59 74 94 101 106 | 12 
April 130 130 123 124 122 122 128 127 127 123 64 78 102 104 112 113 
May 131 128 127 126 126 118 128 124 121 113 62 66 102 104 111 109 
June 130 134 115 119 116 119 117 121 116 114 63 69 98 104 106 108 
July 118 122 111 114 112 | 111 113 116 108 108 58 65 94 104 101 104 
August lll ll] 114 114 110 |; 109 116 115 116 lll 54 63 92 96 98 98 
September 119 121 115 116 lll 112 118 118 112 109 68 79 90 95 99 lvl 
October 121 13 116 124 112 123 119 125 lll 117 71 92 89 102 103 112 
November... 121 128 120 124 116 119 119 124 109 108 65 76 91 99 102 106 
December... 149 148 145 141 144 140 | 144 138 141 133 80 92 116 118 126 128 
Year 124 128 117 121 116 118 120 121 115 113 63 74 97 104 105 108 



























































* Including some sales which cannot be allocated to the various districts. 


+ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
t Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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The only quarter to show a decrease in total sales compared 
with a year earlier was the fourth, the explanation being mainly 
the reduced Christmas trade and exhaustion of clothing coupons 
oe ont Perishables. For the year as a whole sales were 
3-5 per cent. higher than a yearearlier. Every district shared in 
the increase, but the rise for the South of England was negligible 
and those for the two London areas (7-9 per cent.) considerably 
higher than for any others ; the explanation is presumably the 
return of population to London, mainly from the South of 
England. ; : 

The rise in sales was partly due to the increased supplies of 

cheese, tinned meat, etc., which were made available in the 
past year, largely as a result of lend-lease. It was smallest in 
the quarter ended January 1943, when the comparison was 
with a period of 1941-42 in which extra winter rations were 
granted, and the lend-lease foods had started to arrive. 
Retail prices of food, as recorded by the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service, were lower by rather over 3 per cent. in 
1942-43 than in the previous year. It is doubtful, however, 
whether this index is appropriate to apply to the sales reported 
to the Bank. 

Other Merchandise. The trifling fall of 0-1 per cent. for sales of 
non-food merchandise in the year as a whole implies a fairly 
substantial fall by volume. The quarterly figures showed rises 
in the first and third quarters and falls in the second and fourth. 
The former pair used in peace-time to be the two slackest, and 
these changes continue the movement noted in last year’s 
article whereby activity has become much more uniform through- 
out the year; indeed, the index numbers for 1942-43 show a 
movement of only some 5 per cent. between the most and least 
active quarters. 

Of the eight specified categories only two show a change in 
sales for the year of as much as 5 per cent. These two are sports 
and travel goods, in which the reduced supply of goods has so 
far outweighed the rise in prices as to ‘ower sales by 17:3 per 
cent. ; and hardware, in which the severe restriction of expensive 
types (¢.g., decorated pottery) is largely responsible for a fall of 
10:8 per cent. 

The absence of any substantial movement in the value of sales 
in other categories is nearly always due to a fortuitous balance 
between opposing forces—generally between reduced supplies 
and higher prices. Furnishing departments showed a very large 
increase in the first quarter, largely because the comparison 
was with a period of very low sales during air-raids. There was a 
rise for men’s wear in this quarter despite the fact that comparison 
was with pre-rationing conditions, this being due partly to the 
price factor, but largely to purchases made to forestall the 
restrictions on styles. All three apparel main categories recorded 
declines for the last quarter, as a result of the changed price 
factor coupled with coupon exhaustion. 

Sales by Areas. The outstanding feature of the area figures 
is the contrast between the recovery of 14-9 per cent. recorded 
in Central London (from a very low level) and the relatively 
small movement in other areas ; of the latter, Suburban London 
showed the highest rise (5-8 per cent.), while complementary to 
London’s recovery the South of England recorded the only fall 
(25 per cent.). 


SALES IN LONDON AND REST OF GREAT BRITAIN 
COMPARISON OF 1942-43 WITH 1941-42 

















Percentage change, February 
January 
Class of Merchandise Allocated Sales 
Unallo- 
London Rest of cated 
(Postal Great Sales 
Area) Britain 
Piece-goods oe ~ a + 9-6 - 76 - 4:2 
Women’s wear ... i + 10-5 2-6 + J51 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... was + +4 —- 63 + 1-2 
Boots and shoes = duis + 168 + 25 + 1:0 
Furnishing departments + 271 — 68 -+ 37-0 
Hardware ‘ ane + 2-4 - 14-8 + 94 
Sports and travel es ie 41 — 33-1 - 19 
Food and perishables ... aad + 76 + 2-7 1-5 
Total sales (including other 
kinds of merchandise) ... L 8 + (2 + 25 











The contrast between London and the rest of the country is 
to be seen in every category of merchandise. It is significant 
that it is most marked for the three categories in which sales 
are most influenced by ability to obtain supplies—furnishing 
departments, hardware, and sports and travel goods. This was 
also the case in the previous year, when the London area showed 
increases and the Provinces decreases ; comparison with pre-war 
sales shows, however, that despite the recovery London sales 
have suffered more as a result of the war than those of the 
Provinces, both for these and for other categories. 
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INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES 
Average Daily Sales in 1937 = 100 


The table on page 114 gives index numbers of average daily 
retail sales for the calendar years 1941 and 1942, and that on 
page 116 gives quarterly index numbers for a series of years. 
The quarterly index numbers are less affected than the monthly 
by disturbing influences such as holiday buying or coupon 
releases. 

The purpose of the index number tables is to enable compari- 
sons to be made between sales in any period and any other, 
instead of merely with the corresponding period a year earlier. 
One important conclusion which emerges is that if the value of 
sales in 1942 is compared with that in 1937, food shows a 14 per 
cent. rise, apparel a 3 per cent. rise, and household goods an 
18 per cent. fall; the contrast would be made much more 
striking if the rise in prices were allowed for, as this has been 
much smaller for food than for the other categories, being greatest 
for household goods. 

Food and Perishables. The quarterly index numbers show 
that the third quarter remains the one in which lowest sales are 
reported, and the fourth is still the highest, but the difference 
of 5 per cent. is under half that found in peace-time ; the reduc- 
tion in holidays has reduced the drop in the summer, and war- 
time restrictions have reduced the Christmas peak. The monthly 
index shows December only 7 per cent. above the average for 
the year, which is less than half the usual peace-time rise. 

Apparel. Apparel sales normally show very marked seasonal 
movements from month to month, with the December index 
more than double those for February and August. Coupon 
rationing has reduced this “spread”? to under 50 per cent., 
and superimposed on the old seasonal factors powerful new 
forces influencing sales in particular months. Thus October 
displaced December from its traditional place at the top, because 
sales were stimulated by the release of the brown coupons and 
by the hasty spending of the 1941-42 ones which were about to 
expire. Similarly, the timing of coupon releases caused January 
sales to be above the average and May sales below it, though 
this has never happened before. The peak in April was due to 
a rather different reason—the public’s desire to buy suits and 
other garments before the restrictions on styles became effective. 

It may appear surprising that there was a rise in the apparel 
index for 1942 as compared with 1941, in view of the introduction 
and the intensification of rationing. Prices, were, however, 
higher on the average, and there are signs that the proportion 
of cheap low-grade goods bought is falling. Moreover, as the 
figures for January 1943 showed, the public had used a dispro- 
portionate number of their coupons in 1942. 

Household Goods. The household goods index number for 
1942 showed yet another fall, despite rising prices, and its level 
(82 per cent. of 1937 by value) shows how greatly supplies have 
been restricted. The quarterly index numbers show a progres- 
sive fall throughout the year, which was only just arrested in 
the fourth quarter, when sales are normally highest. The monthly 
series shows the virtual disappearance of the three peace-time 
peaks—in January and July, when “sales” were held, and in 
December, when presents were bought. 

Central London showed an outstanding recovery in the first 
half of the year in sales of household goods compared with 1941, 
and the difference between its index number and that for the 
whole country is much less for this category than for any other. 

Non-Food Merchandise as a Whole. Apparel sales constitute 
so large a proportion of the total that this index number follows 
that for apparel fairly closely. As usual, it rose above it in 
December because of the great peak in that month in sales of 
toys, fancy goods and other Christmas merchandise. The 
December index was, however, only 22 per cent. above the 
average, as against a peace-time rise of some 50 per cent. 

Areas. The index numbers give a direct comparison with a 
pre-war year (1937), so that the contrasts between the figures 
for different areas essentially show the varying effects of the 
war. Central London continues to have the lowest index number 
in each category, with Suburban London the next lowest, but 
the contrast between these two and the provincial districts is 
in all cases much less than it was in 1941. Scotland again has 
the highest index in each case, with a particular advantage in 
the case of household goods; in total sales its advantage has 
increased year by year since 1939 when it was about the average 
of the provincial areas. The South of England is below the other 
provincial areas in all non-food index numbers, mainly because 
it has shared less in their ‘“‘ war-prosperity,” but is similar to 
them in food sales, which are less affected by this factor. 


STOCKS *: COMPARISON WITH A YEAR AGO 


The table on page 117 shows the percentage changes in the value 
of stocks at cost at the end of each month of the past trade year 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, 
particularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample 
of shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks, 
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Table I. Quarterly Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1937 = 100) 
ak 
NON-FOOD APPAREL * HOUSEHOLD . FOOD AND TOTAL - AL, 
MERCHANDISE GOODS + PERISHABLES DEPARTMEN}s 
Year ——-- { a 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
\ ; React? ; 

| Yea -——— ——_—+Year —_ ,-——_- Year}——;——_j—_|—_} Year} _—___—__ . 
ist | 2nd,} 3rd | 4th ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th ist |2nd| 3rd | 4th Ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th Ist | 2nd| 3rd | ath om 
ar (i) 
SCOTLAND ed 
— Men’s 
1938] 89 | 109 98 | 120 | 104 85 | 115 99 | 120 | 105 | 98} 100| 102} 111} 103 }103) 108) 101} 109} 105 | 97/108] 99) 114 105 Boots 
1939} 92 | 114) 105} 128] 110 90 | 122 | 105 | 126} 111 | 99} 98)117) 128] 111 ]105) 113) 106] 117] 110 | 100] 113} 106} 19) ld er 

1940} 106 | 126 | 132 | 161 | 130 | 102 | 133 | 138 | 164 | 133 [117] 119| 140) 153] 132 |114)] 125) 117) 124] 120 | 111 | 125 | 122 | 139 14 n 

1941} 114 | 142 | 115 | 141 | 125] 111 | 154 | 115 | 134 | 125 114] 109] 126] 149] 124 }126) 125) 119) 127] 124 | 121 | 131) 116) 13) 14 ae 
1942] 128 | 137 | 111 | 145 | 128 | 131 | 146 | 114 | 144 |] 131 1120] 110) 102) 121] 113 | 128] 130} 125) 132] 128 | 128] 131 | 118] 135})% shore 
ng Total- 


NORTH EAST 





1938] 90 | 106) 94) 121] 103] 83] 117} 95 | 125] 105 | 95| 99) 94] 112] 100 }101/105| 99) 107] 103 | 96) 106) 97) 1l4}\y & ts 
1939} 91] 110 | 106} 129] 109] 85} 122 | 109 | 131 | 112 | 94] 100] 102] 117] 103 [101 | 107] 105) 116] 107 | 97) 109] 106 | 122} 19 " 
1940] 101 | 119 | 124 | 144 } 121 96 | 129 | 136 | 153 | 126 | 99] 110) 115) 128] 113 J 111) 116) 118) 125] 117 | 106) 117 | 120) 134) jy 























1941} 106 | 131 | 109 | 132 | 117 | 105 | 148 | 111 | 131 |] 118] 95) 99/105) 121] 104 [117/119] 117) 124] 118 J 112 | 122 | 113) 127} )); ™ 
1942] 119 | 128 | 106 | 134 | 119 | 124 | 145 | 109 | 138 | 124 1}103| 93) 84] 96] 93 }121| 124) 121) 127] 122 | 119) 123) 115] 130})9 . 
i a Scotle 

| North 

NORTH WEST North 

a Midla 

South 


1938} 89 | 105) 93] 117] 101 84] 113 | 94] 119] 102 | 99| 90) 97) 100} 97 | 100] 104) 101) 108] 103 | 95] 104) 97) 112}10 Lond 
1939] 92 | 108 | 104 | 122] 106] 86] 117 | 106 | 124] 109] 97) 89) 104/102] 99 | 101) 107) 107) 115] 107 | 96] 107 | 106) 118}10; Lond 
1940] 103 | 118 | 123 | 142 | 121 |] 101 | 127 | 132 | 153 | 127 }108| 99] 117] 107] 109 | LO7| 112] 118] 122] 114 | 105) 115 | 120) 132} 118 Unall 
1941] 105 | 131 | 108 | 128 | 116] 108 | 150 | 110 | 126 | 120 | 88] 93)|105)113] 1OL J 116) 114) 114) 121] 116 PILL) 121 | 111) 124) 16 

1942] 118 | 124 | 101 | 130 |] 117 | 127 | 141 | 105 | 136] 124] 96] 91] 83] 89] 91 7117) 118) 120] 125] 119 J 118) 120) 111) 127/118 — 
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MIDLANDS AND SOUTH WALES ie 

- ae ! 


1938} 87 | 104; 91) 126] 102] 82) 112] 91 | 129] 104] 89) 93| 94) 111] 97 ]101) 107/100] 109} 104 | 96) 106) 97) 116} 104 mo! 
1939} 92] 110} 107) 136] 111 86 | 120 | 108 | 138 | 113 |] 91| 98)107] 117] 104 }103)111] 110] 120] 111 | 99) 111) 109) 126) 111 (wh 
1940} 104 | 123 | 133 | 152 | 127 | 100 | 132 | 140 | 163 | 132 | 102] 111)125| 119] 115 | 111 | 118] 122) 126] 119 | 108 | 120 | 126 | 136) 12 typ 
1941] 111 | 136 | f12 | 136 | 120 | 113 | 156 | 110 | 135 | 123 | 97| 101] 111] 124] 108 | 119] 121] 119) 123] 119 | 116 | 124} 115) 127] 1% like 
1942} 118 | 126 | 102 | 133 | 117 | 124 | 141 | 101 | 138] 121 | 98} 96) 87) 95] 94 |119)] 126) 125] 127] 123 [119] 124 | 116) 129) 12) 
































SOUTH OF ENGLAND Jul 








1938 21103 | 98 | 125] 102] 76] 112} 98 | 130 | 104] 91]102) 99] 106} 100 | 98] 107] 107} 108] 105 | 91 | 106 | 103 | 116} 10 mo 
1939] 86 | 107 | 114 | 137 | 111 80 | 118 | 116 | 142 | 114} 93) 102] 117) 112] 105 | 100) 112) 117) 121} 112 | 94) 110) 116) 128)}12 ] 
1940} 100 | 115 | 109 | 137] 117] 95 | 124 | 121 | 148] 123 | 100] 98] 91/101] 97 ]114] 120) 120] 126] 119 | 108 | 118 | 116] 131] 118 in| 
1941] 98 | 125 | 100 | 117] 108] 97] 141 | 104] 114] 111 |] 79} 86] 92)105] 92 | 121] 125] 120) 122] 121 | 112/121 | 112} 120] 11 anc 
1942] 97] 112 | 92] 116] 103] 99] 124] 97] 121] 107] 80} 84] 80] 88] 85 ]120] 126] 122) 121} 121 | 111] 117] 110} 120] 113 Bu 












































LONDON—CENTRAL AND WEST END Th 





1938] 84) 97] 84/107] 93] 84] 104] 84] 107] 95] 89] 89] 86] 93] 90] 89] 96] 84/116] 96] 84] 97] 84] 108] % of 

1939] 81 91 72) 73] 79] 82) 98) 71 77] 82] 83] 82] 73] 60] 75] 85] 91] 81] 88] 85] 82] 91] 73] 75) # . 
1940] 73 | 68) 59] 61 64] 77) 72| 56] 65] 67] 72] 63) 63) 44] 60] 75] 70] 63] 75] 70] 73] 68] 59| 62] 6 wh 
1941} 55] 62) 57| 69] 60] 55] 64] 46] 57] 56] 47] 51] 70] 66] 56] 67] 78] 82] 94] 83] 56] 63] 60] 72] & ste 
1942] 67| 70] 67| 86] 72] 61 67) 59| 79] 67] 74) 74] 80| 73] 72] 79] 85] 88] 97] 92] 68] 71] 69] 87] 1% th 









































LONDON—SUBURBAN of 





1938] 85 | 100 | 84 | 130] 100] 76 | 110] 83] 141 | 103] 90] 96] 85)110] 95 ]4105/110) 97/111] 106] 97/106} 92] 118]103 ve 
1939} 87) 101 86 | 120] 99] 79] 113 | 88] 132] 103] 85] 89] 75] 82] 83 ]105]112]100| 110] 106 | 100] 108] 95| 114] 10 an 
1940} 88/100} 90) 92] 93] 86] 108] 91] 106] 97] 75] 76] 67] 52] 681111] 116] 109] 101] 110 }102]110| 101] 98} 104 th 
1941] 73] 95] 75] 91 85] 75 | 109] 75] 92] 86 64) 67) 76] 72 1101/ 108] 103] 104; 105 | 91/101] 92] 99) 9 be 
1942] 84] 95] 75] 96] 90] 85 | 101 77 | 10) 91 74| 64) 67] 75 1105) 113) 113) 113] 112 | 97] 104] 99} 107] 104 a 
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TOTAL—GREAT BRITAIN tf 





1932] 75 | 86/ 76] 96] 83] 70| 94] 76} 94] 84] 84] 80] 77] 90] 83] 77] 81] 74] 80] 781 76] 84| 75/ 88] 8 a 
1933] 71] 87] 77| 99] 84] 67] 96] 75] 98] 84] 78] 81] 82] 96] 85] 74] 80] 72] 81] 77] 73] 83| 74] 90] # th 
1934) 75] 89] 79] 102] 87] 69] 97] 78] 101] 86] 85| 85] 86/100] 89] 77] 80] 75| 841 79] 76| 84] 77] 92] & 
1935] 76 | 93] 84] 108] 90] 70] 100| 83] 107] 90] 86] 91] 89/103] 93] 80] 85] 81] 92] 85] 78! 89] 82] 100] 8 
1936] 81] 97) 86] 115] 95] 75] 103] 83/115] 94] 91] 95] 951/108] 97] 89] 92] 88] 98} 92] 85] 94] 87/106] 9% 
1937] 87 {| 101 91 | 120 | 100 80 | 108 90 | 121 | 100 | 96] 97] 98/108] 100 | 96)100] 96]107] 100 | 921100] 94] 113]10 


1938] 86] 103; 91] 1207 100] 81] 111 91 | 123 | 102 | 92] 94] 92}103] 96 | 101] 106] 101) 109] 104 | 94/105] 96] 114} 10 
1939] 88 | 104) 98] 117] 102] 84] 114 99] 121] 104] 89] 91] 94] 92] 92 ]102]110]107]115] 108 | 95| 107| 103] 116] 105 
1940] 95 | 106 | 106 | 121] 107] 93] 114] 112] 131 | 111] 91] 88] 91] 85] 894109] 114] 109} 113] 111 | 102] 110] 106] 117] 109 
1941) 91] 108 | 93) 107] 99] 92] 119] 92] 105] 100] 73] 77] 88] 90] 84 4111]112]105/113] 110 ] 102/110] 99] 110] 105 
1942] 100 | 105 | 91 | 111 | 101 | 104] 113} 92] 115] 103] 83) 80] 77] 77] 824113) 115]111]116] 114 | 107] 110] 101] 114 108 


* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
+ Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
t Including some sales which cannot be allocated to the various districts, 
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Stocks at End of Month (at Cost) compared with a year ago 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes Compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 















































































































































1942 1943 
Class of Merchandise 
Feb, | March | April May June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. 
Piece-goods ..- see + 08} — 114] —17-8] — 182 | — 15-5 | — 19-8) — 17-4] — 21-1] — 26-8} — 25-0] — 23-0} — 8-6 
(i) Household goods — 12:0] — 28:1} — 330| — 343) — 23-9 — 23-6] — 23-9] — 29-5| — 40-0] — 39:5| — 40-4] — 30-6 
(ii) Dress materia!s +108] + 29) — &1| —_ 45] — 8-7 | — 17-8] — 12-7| — 15-3} — 16-8) — 14-6 — 10:1) + 67 

Women’s wear +108] + 48] + 45] + 88) + 14/4 67/4118] +114) + 76)+ 74) + 51] + 20-7 

Men’s and boys’ wear ‘ + 99) + 2-9 Nil. + 562) — 46)/— 49|/— 28/— 3-7/— 82}/—110)/— 91] + 25 

Boots and shoes... af + O91] + 27) + O04] — 28] — 70]— 9-8] — 16-6| — 18-1] — 27-2} — 28-4] — 31-8] — 28:3 

Furnishing departments — 10:2 | — 165 | — 22:0} —188| —14-7|]— 65) + 2-0] + 20-8} + 2:8) + 7-7) + 57) + 10-1 

ware vex — 31] —129) — 163] —165| —125|— 87)— 24)/— 13)/+ 05)/— 05)/— 09) + 66 
Fancy departments... + 43] + 02] + 12] + OD | 4+ 85-3 | + 14-4] + 29-5] + 29-4] + 46-6] + 40-7 + 37-7] + 38-1 

I35lig, fp Sportsand travel... — 16:2 | — 20-4 | — 18-1 | — 17-7] —12-5|-~ 40] + 0-4/4 33) + 7-4) + 17-3] + 23-2] + 20-4 

Miscellaneous and unspecified — 26-0 | — 23-4] — 19-2 | +104] + 0-7)4+ 87) + 7-8) + 12-9) + 2-7| + 11-3] + 3-2] + 100 
- Total—Non-food merchandise + 37 26) — 46/ — 33] — 51]/— 2:3)+ 15/+ 56/— 04)/— lvU|— 3-8) + 37 
,, (compared with 4 years earlier) | + 37 + 25 + 28 + 32 +38 |+63 |+64 |+62 |+42 |+32 + 29° | + 57 

Lid} Ws | Food and perishables . ae | + 41] + 39] +23-2 | + 13:7 | + 35-4 | + 42-2] + 44-1) + 32-9] + 29-7] + 21-5] + 15:3) + 19- 

129 ve | |, (compared with 4 years earlier) | + 69 + 68 +110 + 81 + 89 + 102|+98 |}+88 |+89 |+76 |+76 | +96 

- MW Toma one nee nee ne | BB] — 19] — 19] — 1-7] — 14] + 20) + 55) + BI] + 2H) + M4[— 14] + 55 

1301 3 ,, (compared with 4 years earlier) | + 39 + 28 + 34 35 +42 1465 |+66 |+54 [+45 |+40 |+34 | +60 

—!.. § Scotland + 04] — 07} — 50] + 21) — 23) + 04/4 4:2 2:8)— 13) + 19/— 51) + 32 
North East ... tee + 34] — 08] — 24] — 28] — 22)/— 14/+ 30/4 65/+ 15/+ 19/— 24/+ 36 
North West eee ane + 26] -- 06] —- O1] + 21) — 24/+ 201+ 95) + 2:2}— 62})— 62) —12:3)— 06 

—7—- Midlands and South Wales + 31) — 67] — 43] — 5&7] — 71]— O1]/+ 70) + 5:2) + 15) + 21) + 0-3) + 43 

a hl South of England ... aa we | + 27) — 45] + 06] — 43] — O11] 4+ 2-7) 4+ 7-4) 4+ 7:8) + 62) + 26]+ 0-6] + 108 

a ~ London (Central and West End)... | + 48| — 10] — 44] + 08| — 0-7]+4 6-1] + 11-3] + 17-2] + 10-8] + 11-9| + 10-7] + 19-8 

132 4 London (Suburban)... a | — 99] — 10-1) — 109) — 74) — O3)— 14)+ 19) + 21)+ 69) + 52 + 4:9) + 14-0 

1241 116 Unallocated rs +148] + 80] + 55] — O2] + 441/+4+ 06]/— 68) +101) + O11] — 13:8] — 15:7) — 19-0 

127} 118 - —— 

- oe compared with a year earlier, and, for the main divisions, the Though there was little change for sports and travel goods, this 
percentage changes compared with the corresponding month implies, of course, a heavy fall in volume, as the rise in prices 
of 1938-39. has been very steep in this category. Boots and shoes and 

ws As in the case of sales, comparisons with the corresponding hardware also show value increases below the average. The 

16} 104 month a year ago are affected by the intervening price changes largest rises were recorded by fancy departments (mainly 

- “ (which have varied considerably for the various months and the owing to a very great increase in prices) and women’s wear. 

2 types of goods) and any apparently striking figure is just as sa aia ea acl “Tr omarpic]e 

rH 4 likely to be due to pT i, yy i 1941 a i aetie that INDEX NUMBERS OF APPAREL STOCKS 

pi is happened in 1942. In the main, however, total stocks have shown The new series of index numbers of apparel stocks, which 

—— relatively small changes on a year ago in every month. was described on page 86 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 

The comparisons with 1938-39 show much bigger increases for 6th March, is given in the table below. These enable one to see 

July, August and January than for other months; this reflects the actual movement of stocks from month to month, which in 
ry the fact that retailers no longer run down their stocks in those war-time is more valuable in many ways than comparisons with 
16} 104 months to prepare for the new season’s goods. a year ago. ‘ 

28} 112 Food and Perishables. Stock figures are not very important By combining these index numbers with the percentage changes 

31/118 in this category, since stocks represent only a few weeks’ sales, between each month and the last corresponding pre-war month, 

~ 4 and the sample of firms reporting stocks is not a very good one. it is possible to see the month-to-month movements in that 

But the large increases compared with a year ago shown from year, which mainly reflect normal seasonal factors. A comparison 
aa April onwards reflect an important rise in retail stocks which between the movements in that year and those in 1942 shows the 

was made possible mainly by the increased scope of rationing. following main results :— 

The tendency for these percentage increases to be smaller in the (a) For boots and shoes the movements are almost completely 
later months is due to the rising trend of stocks in the latter part different, because 1942 had a downward trend (partly due to 
18} 93 of 1941 rather than to a falling trend in 1942. falling average prices as utility footwear became available) 
16 w) Non-Food Merchandise. The figures for this class taken as a which dominated everything. If this is roughly eliminated then 
~ 65 whole naturally show much the same results as those for total the purely seasonal movements were very small in 1942, whereas 
- 6 stocks since it represents so large a part of the whole. In using pre-war there were very marked low points around January 

i the figures for individual categories it is essential to remember and in August, with a big peak in the autumn (in preparation for 
ss the qualifying factors noted above. Thus the fact that fancy winter purchases) and a smaller one in the spring. 

departments show a series of large increases in the second half (b) The figures for the other three categories all show a much 

of the year is mainly due to the price factor, which was much steadier stock position in 1942 than before the war. The pre- 
oe greater after the double purchase tax became effective. Con- war fluctuations were greatest in women’s wear, for which the 

8} 103 versely, the fact that men’s wear started by recording increases highest month (April) was some 50 per cent. above the lowest 

4} 104 and then changed to decreases is largely due to the fact that in (January). 

8 | 104 the early months prices were considerably higher than they had (c) The main features of the pre-war movement were low 

’ “: been a year previously, but by the end of 1942 there was actually points in January (and February) and July, and peaks in the 

‘ a drop compared with the end of 1941. The large, and on the spring and autumn. In 1942 the January low point remained, 

Se whole progressive, declines recorded for household piece-goods though it was less marked, but the rise during the spring was 

reflect a genuine fall. relatively small, and the drop in July disappeared except for 
If stocks in the individual categories are compared with their dress materials. 

a level in 1938-39, taking a rough average of the figures for the (d) It was this absence of a drop in the summer which mainly 

3] 8! individual months to get an index for the year as a whole, accounted for the rise in stocks of women’s wear during 1942, 

) then no category shows a significant fall in the value of stocks. this being quite substantial in terms of volume. 

) ) 

| 87 Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks 

> (Average for 1942 = 100) 

} | 102 ¢ 5 1943 

1105 1941 1942 ‘ Riche 

| is Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. 

[108 Dress Materials as 103 93 102 105 107 109 106 98 101 98 94 92 95 99 
Women’s Wear one 89 82 86 91 96 101 101 103 108 114 lll 11) 96 99 
Men’s and Boys’ Wear | 103 95 98 100 99 103 100 100 102 104 102 101 96 97 
Boots and Shoes... 122 117 117 118 110 106 97 97 91 92 86 87 82 84 

a 
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Announcements 


Note: Copies of all Orders referred to in the “ Board of Trade Journal” can be purchased through any booksellers 
New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


agents or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, 


Limitation of Supplies (Miscellaneous) 


GENERAL LICENCES FOR CUTLERY 


(1) Supplies to privileged consumers 

General Licence S. R. & O. 1943 No. 130 (price 2d.) has now 
been amended by S. R. & O. 1943 No. 417 (price 1d.) The 
following changes have been made :— 

(a) The Purchasing Authority of Class 9c goods for Voluntary 
Hospitals included in the Emergency Hospital scheme for 
Northern Ireland was referred to in Item 12 of S. R. & O. 1943 
No. 130 as the Ministry of Public Security for Northern Ireland. 
This has been amended to the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Northern Ireland. In future, therefore, orders from such hos- 
pitals must be countersigned by a person authorised to do so 
by the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland, before 
ex-quota supplies can be made against them by registered 
manufacturers. 

(b) A further declaration has been added to the Schedule 
which, when completed by a registered wholesaler who has 
received an order directly or indirectly from the consumers 
named in the Schedule enables him to receive replacements from 
his registered manufacturer free of the quota restrictions. The 
replacements must not exceed in value or in quantity the cutlery 
which the wholesaler has supplied, and may relate only to those 
types of cutlery which the manufacturer is permitted to supply, 
as this General Licence is not an authority for the manufacturer 
to supply prohibited types of cutlery. The replacement must 
furthermore be of the same description as the goods supplied 
by the wholesaler. Certain variations are, however, allowed : 
for example, cupro-nickel spoons and forks may be replaced 
by tinned steel spoons and forks, or fish knives by dessert knives 
of carbon steel ; a spoon may be supplied in the place of a spoon 
of different materials, or a fish knife with a dessert knife; but 
spoons may not be supplied in replacement of forks. 

(c) The supply of knives, spoons and forks for factory canteens 
may no longer be made under this Licence but as dealt with 
below. 


(2) Supplies of forks, spoons and knives for factory canteens 

General Licence S. R. & O. 1943 No. 148 (price 1d.) provides 
for ex-quota supplies of forks, spoons and knives for factory 
canteens. The requirements are now the same as those which 
existed before Ist February last except that the licence is 
specifically restricted to spoons, forks and knives, and is subject 
to the same provisos as to value, quantity and description as are 
explained in paragraph 1 (1) above. 


(3) Indirect exports by manufacturers 

General Licence 8S. R. & O. 1943 No. 420 (price 1d.) has been 
issued to permit manufacturers to supply exporters free of quota 
restrictions on condition that the goods supplied are accompanied 
with Certificate A debiting the consignment against the manu- 
facturer’s steel allocation for export purposes. Manufacturers 
will be familiar with the Certificate A procedure. 


Amendment of Hollow-ware Order as regards 
Distribution 


DEFINITION OF KITCHEN HARDWARE 


The Board of Trade have made the Hollow-Ware and Kitchen 
Hardware (Control of Manufacture and Supply) (No. 2) Order 
(S. R. & O. 1943 No. 422, price 1d.) amending the Hollow-Ware 
and Kitchen Hardware (Control of Manufacture and Supply) 
Order, 1942 (see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 10th August 
1942, page 366). Article 4 of that Order is replaced by an 
Article giving the Board general powers to direct supplies by 
manufacturers and traders. 

It will thus no longer be necessary for manufacturers to obtain 
the permission of the Board to open new accounts with persons 
not supplied with hollow-ware during the year ending Ist 
August 1942; there will not be a Register of hollow-ware whole- 
salers,and the Directions sent to manufacturers on Ist August 1942 
regarding distribution of hollow-ware as between registered and 
unregistered persons are cancelled. These provisions have all 
been made unnecessary by the scheme for Ensuring Fair Shares 
of Supplies for Small Retailers of Hollow-ware. The attention 
of all suppliers is particularly drawn to the Special Note on Area 
Distribution appended to the Fair Shares Scheme. Suppliers 
should apply the area percentages given in that scheme not only 
to their trade with small retailers, but to all their supplies to 
each shopping area. 

The General Licence (see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ of 
5th December 1942, page 527) under the Limitation of Supplies 
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has been renewed by a new licence (S. R. & O. 1943 No, 419 
price 1d.) which makes it clear that the Licence for pega, 
relates only to peelers which are not knives, i.e., peelers describe, 
as the “Lancashire” type and those of a similar kind, 
small vegetable or paring knife sometimes described as a Peeler 
is subject to the quota for Class 9e. The definition of Kitchy 
Hardware in the Hollow-Ware and Kitchen Hardware (Cont) 
of Manufacture and Supply) Order has also been amendej 
accordingly. 


Control of Paper 


CHEQUES AND HEADED NOTEPAPER 


The size of cheques and headed notepaper is limited by the 
Control of Paper (No. 59) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No, 406, 
price 1d.) issued by the Ministry of Supply. Certain other restrio. 
tions are also imposed. The principal provisions of the Order are 
as follows :— 

The maximum size of most cheques is to be 6 inches by 3, 
and the substance of the paper which may be used is prescribed, 
No headed letter paper for trade, commercial or professional use 
may exceed 57 square inches or be of a substance greater than 
that set out in the Order. Dividend warrants or tax deduction 
forms may not exceed 21 square inches separately or 42 square 
inches together. An exception is made for any cheques, headed 
letter paper or dividend warrants to be exported. 

It is particularly emphasised that, wherever possible, smaller 
sizes of notepaper than the maximum should be used, and 40 
square inches is recommended for ordinary use. In general both 
sides of the paper should be used. Many firms are already 
observing these economies, and their example should be followed. 

The maximum size of paper generally to be used for company 
reports and accounts, notice of the general meeting of the com- 
pany and record of any speech to be delivered in such meeting 
must not exceed in the aggregate 120 square inches (including 
any envelope used for the despatch of such accounts, etc.), 
Where summarised or consolidated accounts are distributed, the 
size may be increased to 180 square inches. 

The production of any new directory is prohibited, and no 
directory may be reprinted unless it has already been printed 
since 3lst August 1939. The percentage of advertising space 
that may be used is also restricted. 


ADVERTISING MATTER 


Under the Control of Paper (No. 48) Order, 1942 (see the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 21st September 1942, page 430), the dis- 
tribution of certain types of advertising matter is prohibited 
unless a prior charge of not less than Id. is made. Many firms 
which were in the habit of distributing free advertising matter 
made wholly or mainly of paper or paper board, e.g., diaries 
and calendars, falling within the Schedule to the Location of 
Retail Businesses Order, may now require a licence under that 
Order before they may sell them. In order to save time and 
paper, a General Licence (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 424, price 1d.) 
has been issued which permits firms to sell such articles at a price 
not exceeding Id. without the necessity of applying for an indi- 
vidual licence, provided that they distributed them free during 
the period lst September 1939 to 31st August 1940. 

The restriction of the price at which such articles may be sold 
without applying for a licence to one penny is intended to ensure 
that they are being supplied for advertising purposes and not 
with the intention of carrying on a retail business in books or 
stationery. 


Control of Cinematograph Film 


The Cinematograph Film (Control) Order, 1943 (S. R. & 0. 
1943 No. 430, price 1d.) dated 19th March 1943, empowers the 
Board of Trade to regulate by a licensing system the supply of 
cinematograph film prints (including newsreel prints) to distti- 
butors for exhibition in the cinemas, and the supply of cinemato- 
graph film for use in film production studios. The intention is 
to reduce the total amount of film so consumed to 75 per cent. 
of the 1942 consumption. A cut of this amount has already been 
imposed in the U.S.A. 

It is hoped that the necessary economies can be achieved 
without any interference with the present opening hours of 
cinemas. 

The renters of entertainment films and the newsreel distributors 
will print fewer copies than now, but each copy will be given an 
increased number of screenings. This will involve some re- 
adjustment of the London release arrangements for entertain- 
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ment films. Each newsreel will be slightly shorter in future, 
and arrangements are being made for one copy of a newsreel to 
gerve two or more neighbouring theatres. 

Film producers will be required to use film economically, but 
the number of British pictures to be made will remain unaffected. 
Production of British feature films has already been very drasti- 
cally curtailed by the requisitioning of studio space and with- 
drawals of studio manpower. 


Umbrella Repairs 


A General Licence (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 421, price Id.) dealing 
with the repair and recovering of umbrellas has been issued by 
the Board of Trade under the Umbrella (Control of Manufacture 
and Supply) Order, 1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 17th August 1942, page 378). - 

The General Licence comes into effect on Ist April 1943, and 

lows : 
= manufacturers of umbrella covers to supply them without 
restriction to firms carrying out repairs ; 

(2) any person to repair umbrellas without restriction pro- 
vided that the umbrellas are owned by private persons. 

Individual licences are no longer necessary for the above 


processes . 


Umbrella Bands 


A General Licenee (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 425, price 1d.) has 
been issued under the Elastic (Control of Use) Order, 1943 (see 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 30th January 1943, page 40) 
permitting the use, in the making of umbrellas, of bands of 
elastic cut to length and made up with ring and button before 
2st January 1943. 


Utility Pram Rugs 


The Board of Trade have made the Rugs (Manufacture and 
Supply) Directions, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 426, price 1d.) 
which come into force on Monday next, 29th March. Those 
Directions provide for the production of utility pram rugs by 
firms licensed to that effect by the Board. They replace para- 
graph 88 of the Household Textiles (Manufacture and Supply) 
(No. 2) Directions, 1942, as amended by the Household Textiles 
(Manufacture and Supply) -(No. 3) Directions, 1942 (see the 
“Board of Trade Journal”’ of 21st November 1942, page 506, 
and of 9th January 1943, page 13, respectively). 

The pram rugs will be made from utility wool cloth, Specifica- 
tions 100 and 101, and will be made in two sizes in each cloth 
23” x 31” and 27” x 36” (cut sizes). The Directions prescribe 
the manufacturers’ margins and ceiling prices. 

An Order will shortly be made under the Goods and Services 
(Price Control) Act, fixing distributors’ maximum margins 
(which will be the same as for other utility household textiles) and 
ceiling prices. 


Trading with the Enemy 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


There is no change to report in the Statutory List (A) as 
published in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 13th March, 
1943 (page 99). 


Exports of Yarn made Wholly or Partly 
of Wool or Animal Hair 


On and after Ist April next applications (on Form D) for 
licences to export yarns made wholly or partly of wool or animal 
hair should be sent to the Export Licensing Department, Board 
of Trade, Commerce House, Bradford. 


Supply of three figure Utility Cotton and Rayon 
Cloths 


The period during which manufacturers (including converters) 
of cotton and rayon cloth are allowed to supply cloth marked 
with the Utility mark and three-figure specification number (in 
accordance with the Schedule to the Limitation of Supplies 
(Cloth and Apparel) Order, 1941, and the Woven Non-Wool 
Cloth (Manufacture and Supply) (No. 2) Directions, 1942, ends 
on 31st March 1943. This decision was announced in the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 26th December 1942 (page 550) An 
exception is being made for cloths 315 and 316 (for proofing) ; 
the supply of these cloths, by converters, as three-figure Utility 
cloths will be allowed up to 30th June 1943. 

The present arrangement will continue whereby qualified con- 
verters who have cloth which, though not planned as four-figure 
Utility, conforms closely to the four-figure constructions, can 
apply for directions to apply the Utility mark and the appro- 
priate specification number. Qualified converters who wish to 
avail themselves of this arrangement should send a full width 
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yard sample to the Manchester Chamber of Commerce Testing 
House, Ship Canal House, King Street, Manchester, 2, for testing. 
The report of the Testing House should be sent to the Cotton 
Board, Midland Bank Building, Spring Gardens, Manchester 2, 
together with a letter stating the yardage and applying for per- 
mission to apply the mark. If the application is approved, the 
converter will receive the necessary directions from the Cotton 
Control. If not approved, the cloth can be sold as non-Utility. 


Factory and Storage Premises Appointments 


Mr. J. I. Cook of the Ministry of Commerce has been appointed 
Regional Controller of Factory and Storage Premises in Northern 
Ireland. Mr. J. Stewart, formerly Regional Controller, remains 
Regional Director of Laundry Services and of Dyeing and 
Cleaning Services and of Footwear Repairs. The present address 
is Ministry of Commerce, 31 Linenhall Street, Belfast. Telephone 
number Belfast 28271. 


International Convention for the Protection of 
Literary and Artistic Works 


DENUNCIATION BY HAYTI 


In consequence of the denunciation by Hayti of the revised 
Berne Copyright Convention of 1908, an Order in Council 
entitled the Copyright (Rome Convention) (Hayti) Order, 1943 
(S. R. & O. 1943 No. 383, price 1d.) was made on 11th March 
1943, revoking the Order in Council entitled the Copyright 
(Rome Convention) Order, 1933 (S. R. & O. 1933 No. 253, 
price 3d.), so far as it applies the Copyright Act, 1911, to works 
of which the country of origin is Hayti. 


Ministry of Supply Appointment 


QUARTZ CRYSTALS 
The Minister of Supply has appointed Mr. R. L. Prain to be 
Controller of Quartz Crystals. On and from 17th March all 
communications relating to the supply of quartz crystals should 
be addressed to the Controller at Portland House, Tothill Street, 
London, 8.W.1, telephone No. Abbey 7788. 


Ministry of Fuel and Power 


FUEL EFFICIENCY BULLETINS 
Bulletin No. 11. Thermostatic Control for Hot Water and Steam 

Improving the efficiency of combustion, or giving attention to 
such matters as lagging, air leakages, etc., in steam raising and 
central heating plants may result in more heat than is necessary 
reaching the point of application. Thermostatic control is a 
satisfactory means of preventing fuel loss through over-heating 
by allowing just the right amount of heat to be released at just 
the right place. 

This Bulletin gives details of some of the applications of 
thermostatic control, special mention being made of the control 
of :— 

(1) Temperature in central heating. 

(2) Temperature of hot water supply. 

(3) Process heating. 

(4) Cooling water temperature to permit recovery of waste 
heat from internal combustion engines. 

(5) Rate of combustion in boilers. 

An appendix gives details of the principles upon which thermo- 
stats and pressurestats are constructed, and valuable notes on 
maintenance are also included. 


Bulletin No. 13. Fuel Economy by Saving Electricity 

This Bulletin gives 15 interesting suggestions, some of which 
are novel, for saving electricity in factories. 

An appendix shows how these hints were applied in a particular 
factory, with the result that the load was reduced from 3,500 kw. 
to 2,800 kw. by the use of expedients, replacing new plant with 
old spares, reshuffling motors, using lower frequency and generally 
rationalising. 


Bulletin No. 14. Operation and Maintenance of Gas Burners 

This Bulletin, compiled in collaboration with the Gas Industry 
is primarily directed to the operative, and gives him a series of 
general hints on the best means not only of saving gas but of 
saving him trouble. The more common types of burner are dis- 
cussed individually, and an invitation given to consult the local 
Gas Undertakings for more detailed and particular advice. 


Postal Notices 


RESTRICTION OF CHEAP NIGHT TRUNK 
AND TOLL SERVICE 


The Postmaster-General announces that on and after Thursday, 
Ist April, cheap night trunk and toll calls will be restricted to the 
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period 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. for subscribers and 5.30 p.m. to 
9.30 p.m. for call office users. 

The Postmaster-General trusts that the public will assist the 
Post Office by reducing as much as possible both the number 
and the duration of such calls. 


MAILS LOST BY ENEMY ACTION 


The Postmaster-General regrets to announce that the under- 
mentioned surface mails have been lost by enemy action :— 


From the United Kingdom 


Approximate Dates of posting 
8th-llth February 


Letters for :— 

Argentine Republic ... 
Letters and Printed Papers for :— 

Bolivia, Chile (South), Para- 
guay and Uruguay ... 

Falkland Islands, South | 
Georgia and South Shetlands 
Printed Papers for :— 

Argentine Republic ... 
Parcels for :— 

Argentine Republic, Bolivia 
and Paraguay ... : 


11th-13th February 
11th-14th February 


11th-13th February 


8th-13th February 


For the United Kingdom 
Parcels from :— 
Canada (except 
Provinces) 


Maritime 7th-8th January in Montreal 
and correspondingly earlier 


in Western Canada. 


SUMMER POSTAL SERVICES 


The Postmaster-General announces that arrangements have 
now been made for Summer Postal Services in the London Postal 
Area to be introduced on and from Monday, 29th March. Details 
of the changes are shown below :— 

(a) The final letter collection, Monday to Saturday, will be 
made at 6.0-6.30 p.m. in the Sub-District Areas and at 6.30 p.m. 
in Head Districts (7.0 p.m. at the Head District Offices only). 

(6) The first delivery in Sub-District areas will begin at 
7.0-7.15 a.m. 

(c) A general collection of parcels will be made in Sub- District 
Areas at about 5.30 p.m. 

(d) The Sunday evening general collection will be made at 
6.0-6.30 p.m. in Sub-District areas and at 6.30 p.m. in Head 
District areas (7.0 p.m. at the Head District Offices only) on and 
from 28th March. 

Notwithstanding the introduction of later collections the 
public are urged to continue to post everything possible— 
particularly non-urgent matter—before noon. 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 20th March 1943 were wheat, 17s. 3d.; barley, 34s. 6d. 
and oats, 15s. 11d. 





Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 


British India 
TARIFF VALUATIONS 
Notification No. 73—T (4)/42, published in the “‘ Gazette of 
India” of 12th December 1942, contains a revised list of tariff 


values for goods imported into British India, with effect from 
Ist January 1943. This list is reproduced below :— 














Item 
No. of 
the Name of Article Tariff 
Indian Values 
Customs 
Tariff 
Rs. a. p. 
SECTION I 
LIVE ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS OF THE ANIMAL 
KINGDOM 
3 (1) Fish, salted, wet— 
(i) Soormai per Indian maund 64 0 
(ii) Bangdas per Indian maund 3.4 0 
(iii) All other sorts per Indian maund 7 8 0 
3 (3) Bomlas at per ewt. 48 0 
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ie, 
Item 
No. of 
the Name of Article Tariff 
Indian Valves 
Customs 
Tariff 
Werte. 
; Rs. a, p 
3 (4) | Shark fins, loose or in bundles from Arabian 
and Persian Gulf “— perewt.| 3 6 , 
4 Butter... e* .- per lb. 1 h% 
Ghee per cwt. | 68 6 4 
5 (1) | Cowries and shells— 
Chanks— 
Sound live ... .. per thousand | 88 4 ; 
Sound dead .. per thousand | 55 g 
Other sorts... .. per thousand | 13 4 4 
Cowries, bazar, common per cwt, 8 8 () 
Cowries, yellow, superior quality per ewt.| 11 ¢ 4 
Cowries, mottled, commonly known as 
Zillah, Tiger and similar other qualities 
per cwt. 949 
Cowries, Maldive per cwt. |] 13 8 4 
Cowries, Sankhli per ewt. | 140 9 4 
Mother-of- saa nacre per cwt.| 28 ¢ 4 
Nakhla ; per cwt. | 214 @ 4 
Tortoise-shell he per lb. | 11 4 4 
Tortoise-shell, nakh ... per lb. lus 
5 (2 Ivory, unmanufactured— 
Elephants’ grinders... %.. per cwt. | 300 0 6 
Elephants’ tusks(other than hollows, centres, 
and points), each exceeding 20- |b. in 
weight, and hollows, centres, and points 
each weighing 10 Ib. and over....per cwt. | 550 0 ¢ 
Elephants’ tusks (other than hollows, 
centres, and points), not less than 10 Ib. 
and not exceeding 20 lb. each, and 
hollows, centres, and points each weigh- 
ing less than 10 Ib. : per ewt. | 525 0) 6 
Elephants’ tusks each less than 10 Ib. (other 
than hgJlows, centres, and points) 
per cwt, | 230 0 6 
Sea-cow or moye teeth, each not less than 
4 lb. per cwt. | 275 0 6 
Sea-cow or moye teeth, each not less than 
3 Ib. and under 4 Ib. ni per cwt. | 220 0 0 
Sea-cow or moye teeth, each less than 3 lb. 
per ewt. | 130 0 0 
SECTION II 
PRODUCTS OF THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM 
7 Potatoes ... per ewt. 7 8 0 
8 Almonds— 
(i) Without shell per ewt. | 136 0 0 
(ii) In the shell— 
(a) Iranian Kagazi per ewt. | 75 0 0 
(6) Iranian other than Kagazi 
per cwt. 30 0 0 
Cashew or cajoo kernels, not skinned per ewt 35 0 0 
Coconuts, Ceylon per thousand | 50 0 0 
Coconuts, other except “Maldives 
per thousand | 30 0 0 
Dates, dry, excluding seedless— 
Shekra or Shakeria, Sakina and Brami 
percwt. | 10 8 0 
Kapkapa, Chharra, Chupchap, Sarki, Sori, 
Omani and Bhatni "per ewt. 8 0 0 
All other qualities per ewt. 5 8 0 
Dates, wet, in bags, baskets and bundles 
per cwt. 481 
Dates, wet, packed in other receptacles 
per ewt. 10 0 0 
Figs, dried, Iranian percwt.| 27 0 9 
Pistachio nuts ... per ewt. | 140 0 6 
Raisins, red, Persian Gulf per cwt. | 21 0 0 
9(3) | Spices, unground— 
Cardamom seed per cwt.| 97 0 ! 
Cloves . : per cwt.| 60 0 0 
Cloves, exhausted perewt.| 25 0 !) 
Cloves stems and heads per cwt.| 22 0 ! 
9 (5) Betelnuts (husked)— 
Whole from Goa perewt.| 27 0 0 
Whole from Ceylon ... per cwt.{| 29 0 0 
Split from Ceylon— 
(a) Mature... percwt.| 16 0 0 
(6) Immature perewt.| 30 0 0 
Sliced all sorts per ewt. | 29 0 0 
All other sorts per ewt.| 30 0 0 
Poppy seeds percwt.]| 13 8 0 
13 Cochineal per Ib. 112 0 
Gallnuts . : per cwt.| 43 0 0 
13(3) | Gum Olibanum or frankincense per cwt.| 16 4 0 
Gum Iranian (false)... -percwt.| 10 12 0 
Myrrh, excluding cleaned and ‘sifted Myrth.. 
per ewt.| 70 0 0 
13 (4) | Acacian gums, other than ground, including 
gum Arabic, gum Senegal and gum African 
but excluding gums cleaned and sifted 
per cwt.| 26 0 0 
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ty Name of Article Tariff 

Indian Values 

Customs 

Tariff 

Rs. a. p. 
SECTION III 
FATTY SUBSTANCES, GREASES, OILS AND PRO- 
DUCTS OF THEIR DECOMPOSITION ; PREPARED 
ALIMENTARY FATS ; WAXES OF ANIMAL OR 
VEGETABLE ORIGIN, 

15 Lubricating grease oa per Ib, oT © 
Petroleum jelly, white ... per lb. OT 3 
Petroleum jelly, all other sorts per lb. 03 9 
Linseed oil, raw or boiled 

per Imperial gallon 40 0 
SECTION IV 
PRODUCTS OF THE FOOD-PREPARING INDUS- 
TRIES; BEVERAGES, ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS 
AND VINEGARS ; TOBACCO. 
20 Vegetable — a hardened coco- 
nut oil) : per lb. 012 0 
21 (1) | Cocum ... per ewt. 7 8 O 
Vegetable product (e xcluding hardened coco- 
nut oil), not canned or bottled per lb. 0 6 0 
SECTION V 
MINERAL PRODUCTS 

27(2) | Pitch and tar— 

Coal pitch per ewt. 8 8 0 

27(3) | Mineral Colza oil | per ‘Imperial gallon bao: 0 
Transformer oil, including transil and switch 

oil, other than that assessed to duty under 
the proviso to Item No. 72 (3) of the First 
Schedule of the Indian Tariff Act, 1934 
per Imperial gallon 210 0 
27(7) | Mineral oil which has its flashing point at or 
above one hundred and fifty degrees of 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, and is such as 
is not ordinarily used except as fuel or for 
some sanitary or hygienic —- if im- 
ported naked in bulk : perton}] 50 0 OU 
SECTION VI 
CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS ; 
COLOURS AND VARNISHES; PERFUMERY ; 
SOAP; CANDLES AND THE LIKE; GLUES 
AND GELATINES ; EXPLOSIVES ; FERTILISERS 
8 Alkali, Indian (sajji-khar) per cwt. 48 0 
Ammonium carbonate or bicarbonate 
perewt.| 32 8 OU 
Ammonium chloride— 
Muriate of ammonia, crystalline percwt.| 22 8 0 
Salammoniac, sublimed perewt.| 55 0 0 
Other sorts, including a perewt.| 30 0 0 
Calcium chloride : perewt./ 10 0 0 
Carbonic acid gas including compressed or 
liquefied gas ... oe per lb. Out 8 
Chlorine .. 2a per lb. 0 8 O 
Copper sulphate per cwt. | 30 0 0 
Soda, caustic, flake, petal or powder perewt.| 15 0 0 
Soda, caustic, solid perewt.| 14 0 0 
Sodium hydrosulphite .. per cewt. | 105 0 0 
Sodium sulphide as perewt.| 25 0 0 
Sodium thiosulphate (Hy po) . perewt.| 19 0 0 
N.B. The tariff values apply to articles |. 
packed in containers of not less than 14 Ibs. 
28 (4) | Soda ash in bags including calcined natural 
soda and manufactured sesqui-carbonates 
per ewt. G 4 0 
N.B. The tariff value applies to ariicles packed 
in containers of not less than 14 Ibs. 
28 (8) | Acetic acid perlb.| O11 0 
Ammonia gas, anhydrous, including com- 
pressed or liquefied gas - per lb. 120 
Borax, granular, powdered or ery stalline 
percwt. | 23 8 0 
Boric acid a perewt.}| 38 0 0 
Sodium bicarbonate per cwt. 8 0 0 
Sodium silicate (in ae form) per cwt. 9 8 0 
Asafoetida, coarse (hingra) perewt.| 55 0 0 
N.B. The tariff values apply to articles 
packed in containers of not less than 14 lbs. 
29(1) | Cinematograph films, exposed— 
Exposed standard positive films, new or 
u — 
Feature films per foot 0 7 0 
, Other films... per foot 0 3 0 
30 Cuttle fish bone per ewt. 8 0 0 
30 (1) | Alizarine, moist— 
(a) not exceeding 16 per cent. per cwt. 165 0 OU 
(b) over 16 per cent. not exceeding 20 per 
cent. ... . per cwt. | 185 0 0 
(c) exceeding 20 per cent. per cwt. | 340 0 0 
Alizarine, dry— 
(a) not exceeding 40 per cent. per lb. 5 4 0 
(b) eo 40 — cent. per lb. 98 0 
: per Ib, 2 0.0 
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Item 
No. of 
the Name of Article Tariff 
Indian Values 
Customs 
Tariff 
Rs. a. p. 
Coupling dyes of the naphthol group— 
(a) Naphthols : per lb. 9 0 0 
(6) Rapid fast colours rs (rapid ‘salts) perlb.| 14 0 0 
(c) Bases i per lb. 10 0 O 
(d) Other salts per Ib. 6 0 0 
Vats— 
(a) Indigo _... per lb, 210 0 
(b) Carbazole blue per Ib $$ ¢@ 0 
(¢) Other sorts— 
(t) Paste per lb. 8 00 
(it) Powder perlb.| 33 °0 O 
Sulphur black per lb. 110 0 
Metanil yellow ... per lb. 240 
Aniline oil per lb. 1 4 0 
Aniline salts per lb. 1 4 0 
All others , per Ib, $40 
31(1) | Citronella oil, natural, from the Far Bast 
per Ib. Oo 
31 (5) | Perfumery— 
Rose-flowers, dried ... perewt.}| 20 0 O 
SECTION XI e 
TEXTILE MATERIALS AND TEXTILE GOODS 
50 (8) | Coir fibre per cwt. o 0 0 
Coir yarn per cwt. 1 0 O 
SECTION XV 
BASE METALS AND ARTICLES MADE THEREFROM 
63 Iron or steel, old ‘ per cwt. 6 0 0 
63 (28) | Tron and steel cans or drums— 
When imported containing kerosene and 
motor spirit, namely :— 
Cans, tinned, of four gallons capacity 
per can 0 8 6 
Cans or drums, not tinned, of two gallons 
capacity— 
(a) with faucet caps 
per can or drum LS 0 
(6) ordinary per can or drum 0 8 6 
Drums of four gallons capacity— 
(a) with faucet caps per drum 2 4 0 
(>) ordinary... per drum 13 0 
7] Crown pach (exc ept those bearing monogram 
or trade mark or name of an importer) 
per gross Lis-0 
SECTION XX 
MISCELLANEOUS GOODS AND PRODUCTS NOT 
ELSEWHERE INCLUDED 
84 Bird-shot eh ts perewt.| 55 UO OU 
Tennis balls per dozen ll Oo O 





RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED 
KINGDOM 

With reference to the notice under the above heading in the 
‘“* Board of Trade Journal” of 13th March, page 102, the Board 
of Trade have now received a copy of notice I.T.C. No. 226 
which includes the following further amendment to the import 
quota arrangements for the period January to June 1943 :— 

Item No. 12—Artificial silk yarn and thread has been deleted 
from the list of goods for which no import licences will ordinarily 
be issued, and an essentiality quota will now be allotted. 

The Board of Trade have also received a copy of Notification 
No. 67—I.T.C./42, issued by the Department of Commerce, 
which provides for the following further amendment to Notifica- 
tion No. 25 I.T.C./40 of 31st December 1940. After item (zzg), 
the following items should be inserted in the schedule :— 

(zzh) (i) Graphite crucibles for pit-fired furnaces (of any 
capacity) and for tilting furnaces when of a capacity less than 
150 lbs. falling under item No. 87 of the Tariff Schedule. 

(ii) Graphite crucibles for tilting furnaces when of a capacity 
of 150 lbs. and above, falling under item No. 72 (c) of the Tariff 
Schedule. 

(zzi) (i) Carborundum crucibles for pit-fired furnaces (of any 
capacity) and for tilting furnaces when of a capacity less than 
150 Ibs. falling under item No. 87 of the Tariff Schedule. 

(ii) Carborundum crucibles for tilting furnaces when of a 
capacity of 150 lbs. and above, falling under item No. 72 (c) of 
the Tariff Schedule. 

The prohibition contained in the said notification shall not 
apply to goods of the above descriptions covered by a special 
licence issued under exceptions (v) and (vi) to the notification of 
the Government of India in the Department of Commerce, 
No. 56—I.T.C./41 dated 23rd August 1941*, at any time before 
this Notification comes into effect. 


* See notice in the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Jourual ’’ of 8th November, 
1941, page 283. 
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- oth 
Canada Tariff Item 540 (d). Towels and glass cloths of crash or hu 
with or without lettering or monograms woven in, table ¢ will b 
BUDGET 1943 and napkins of crash with coloured borders, wholly or jp categ' 
of flax or hemp, not containing silk, artificial silk, nor wool, are, ¢ 
With reference to the notice under the above heading in the articl 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” of 13th March 1943, pages 101-102, CONCESSIONS REGARDING DUTY VALUATION bever’ 
the Board of Trade have now received the following further FOR CERTAIN GOODS Hi} 
particulars regarding the Customs Tariff changes which were With reference to the notice under the above heading ; expor 
included in the Budget Resolutions introduced by the Minister «+ Board of Trade Journal” of 20th March, ‘page ‘10, until 
. = er _ a peng wry ss Commons on 2nd March previous notices, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Otter, that 
a ae BES ° has forwarded a copy of Appraiser’s Bulletin Misc. No, x 
eo, ° ° : . a rene rn . ) by 
Additions to text of the Tariff are printed in italic type. Supplement No. 6, dated 3rd March, 1943, issued by the Depen 
Deletions are indicated in square brackets. ment of National Revenue, which adds bicycles to the list yp 
goods in respect of which the export selling prices will be accepts |) 
| | Rates of Duty as the basis of valuation for duty purposes when such goods a ! 
Tariff res fy eer the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom. 
[tem Article | Prefer- | mediate| Tariff 
ential Tariff PROHIBITED IMPORTS 
silat Leeann aemmeairans alinan wate | . H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwande, 
fresh, frozen, dried, sulphured orin brine... Free Free Free copy of a Memorandum, WM. No. 92, issued by the Departmen; F 
197¢ | (i) Cigarette paper, ungummed, in rolls a1o%e, > x Ry of National Revenue, which states that by Order in Counj} 
(si) Cigarette paper, ungummed in sheets, con- | ; ; P.C. 1421 of 22nd February 1943, the import into Canadag} 1 
taining not less than thirty-two syuare inches 10%, lbt% 7, shellac is prohibited except under and in accordance with tk Calet 
232 Glue [liquid, powdered or sheet], and icin : , terms of a permit issued by, or on behalf of, the Minister a ende 
gelatine, n.o.p. wh we ia : ait 25%, a. National Revenue. Me 
and, per pound 2c. 5c. 5e. ib we 
355 Nickel, and alloys containing sixty per cent. — Bi 
by weight or more of nickel, n.o.p., viz. «ingots, Fiji add 
seme yl gm a - — billets, r 01 
rs and rods, rolled, extruded, or drawn (not a wo we 
sadiading pep sprecesect for ute as anodes) ; IMPORT RESTRICTIONS pad 
strip, sheet and plate (polishe not) ; - P 
less tube eigen gaia aol Free | Free The Board of Trade have received a copy of Proclamation Pt 
ey ser any Aa | No. 19 of 1942, dated 11th December 1942, which prohibits th | 
| bars and rods, not including bars or rods | impcrtation into Fiji, except under licence, of the following :— pick: 
Pye rb ee re Hw nage herd —* Aluminium ; cigars; cigarettes; cotton piece-goods ; foot- Be 
plates.] ; wear ; unmanufactured, semi-manufactured and manufacture | autu 
40i | The following articles and materials when | : : 
<— ted a pfs ally x the aan aanemine, | steel ; alloy steel ; iron and cast iron goods: leather and leather. 
maintenance or repair of automatic gas buoys wear; matches; motor vehicles; sugar; tea; tobacco. 
- ements fae Peo pt cle ay edge | All goods imported from any country not within the sterlin TI 
the Government of Canada, for marine signal | area. rice 
ie ie he > he ong oo] ahs Foodstuffs and beverages (included malted liquors, spirits and | gory 
dished steel heads made from boiler plate, over | wines) imported from the United Kingdom. yiel 
0 Nowe ree pap Bley meng be rngeter The notices published in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of fy | 
parts thereof... |... ss. ase | Free | Free Free 7th November 1940 (page 290), 14th November 1940 (page 306), goo 
, — | yy 1 ? 
ibe following axtuee iia aaa Ist August 1940 (page 79) and Ist February 1940 (page 128), are 
imported by manufacturers of automatic cancelled. 
gas ~~ and automatic gas beacons, for 
wed in t 4 ra tan of yee Pat = st 
yeacons, {or ie Government 0! anada, for e 
marine signal pur, r for export under | yik 194: 
regulations © prescribed "le hoy Minister, Kenya, Tangan and Uganda on 1 
viz. : iron or steel tubes over sixteen inches ‘ae ae i ‘TRO 
in diameter ; Hanged and dished steel heads | TARIFF SURCHARGES 00 
m m r plate, over five feet i = ‘ ° , 
diameter ; hardened steel balls, not less | With reference to the notice under the heading Kenya— 
ct we its tel. aa ee | Tariff Surcharges, published in the “ Board of Trade Journal 
_ | bronzeinbarsorrods.} of 10th January 1942 (pages 23-24), the Board of Trade have 
563 | gg ee ) hyp Age a aes | received a copy of a Bill containing proposals for the increase of 
| sifting materials = ws Ss ws ws | Free | Free Free the 66% per cent. surcharge levied on tobacco, as follows :— 
| | | The new rates of surcharge became operative on 9th December , 
ees a — rarae 1942. any 
- —- 7, 
SpeciaL War Revenve Act 7 
= — ; ; . . Tariff Surcharge on 
The Excise tax on cigars manufactured in or imported into pm Article the pt kee 
Canada has been increased to the following rates with effect from N f the Duty. | st 
NO. of the Duty. 
3rd March. eee (EP ee _ _ | fo 
Cigars 30. | Cigars, cheroots and cigarillos 175 per cent. “ 
€ “ 4 
(a) Valued at not more than $40 per “4 — ei ne y sw 
thousand bee or .-» per thousand $6.25 ah Hoses a es ce oi the 
(b) Valued at more than $40 per thou- 33. | Tobacco, manufactured, n.e.e. 175 9 ya 
sand and not more than $110 per 34. | Tobacco, unmanufactured 150s, i 
thousand — et .-» per thousand $13.50 su] 
(c) ie — a oeeer Similar increases of the surcharge have also been made it 2 
thousand i a .-» per thousand $25 respect of Tanganyike and Uganda. fr¢ 
(d) Valued at more than $150 per thou- 
sand and not more than $200 per Venezuela 
thousand vee = per thousand $35 
(e) Valued at more than $200 per thou- IMPORT PERMITS o 
Sz ee : sue , ‘ $55. , F 
— seis H.M. Representative at Caracas reports by telegraph that the J mi 
Venezuelan Ministry of Finance have issued a Resolution sub | yi 
UST . on ye mitting, as from Ist April next, all imports from the United States fir 
CUSTOMS TARIFI it Ap Lport 
or through the United States to a prior licence. 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has reported by - 
telegraph that the following goods imported into Canada, when 
entitled to entry under the British Preferential Tariff, are exempt Uruguay 
from Customs duties for the period Ist March 1943 to 29th . : e _ 
Bebeuery 1944 -— IMPORT PERMITS 
Tariff Item 540 (c) Towelling and glass cloth of crash or huck, H.M. Representative at Montevideo repotts, by telegraph. 
with or without lettering or monograms woven in, table cloths that the importation of goods into Uruguay, classified under the 
and napkins of crash with coloured borders, in the web, wholly third category List of Imports, are, as from 27th January 1943, 
Pp oure ; J gory po y 
of flax or hemp; woven fabrics, in the web, composed in part subject to priority issue of import permits. 
of flax or hemp, not containing silk, artificial silk nor wool. It is not certain whether imports from the United Kingdom 
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ected by this measure, but the principal items in this 
category which may be of interest to United Kingdom exporters 
textiles, yarns and articles of wool and cotton; hardware 
por a ; porcelain in general ; glassware ; grey portland cement ; 
rear including whisky, and automobiles. 
HM. Representative therefore advises that United Kingdom 
xporters should not effect shipment of such goods in this category 
until notification has been received from the Uruguayan importer 
that the necessary import permit has been granted. 


will be aff 





Trade and Industry 


British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, 27th February. The sowing of paddy and dry crops 
is proceeding. Crops are unchanged. 

Bihar, 27th February. Crops are fair. The threshing of winter 

addy and crushing of sugarcane are going on. 

Orissa, 8th March. The wheat, linseed, rabi, sugarcane and 
paddy crops have been harvested. 

Punjab, 8th March. Crops are average to above average. 

Central Provinces, 5th March. Rabi crops are good. Cotton 
picking is complete. 

Bengal, 10th March. Crops are fair. The cultivation of 
autumn crops is proceeding. 


RICE CROP 


The final estimate of the area covered by the All-India 1942-43 
rice crop is 74,919,000 acres, an increase of 2 per cent. on the 
corresponding revised figure for last year, 73,579,000. The 
yield is estimated at 24,533,000 tons, a decrease of 3 per cent. 
on last year’s revised figure 25,351,000. The crop is in fairly 
good condition. 

WHEAT CROP 

The second All-India estimate of the area covered by the 
1942-43 wheat crop is 34,311,000 acres, an increase of 6 per cent. 
on the revised figure for last year, 32,349,000. The crop is in 


good condition on the whole. 
Trade Commissioner for India in London. 


South Africa 


TRADE CONDITIONS 


The General Managers of the Standard Bank of South Africa 
supply the following information on trade conditions in the 
Union of South Africa. 

Demand for general merchandise at the larger centres remains 
keen and business is quite brisk within the limits of the available 
stocks. Supplies of some general lines have recently arrived 
from the United Kingdom and South America, but the position 
on the whole shows little change. 

Factories in the Union are still well employed in most sections : 
sweetmakers’ turnovers continue to show an upward trend ; 
the demand for army boots and civilian footwear has not 
slackened, but the output of the latter, which had been good, 
now tends to decline owing to the increased difficulties in the 
supply of materials ; supply problems are also affecting the shirt, 
blanket and clothing factories, but reports indicate a slight 
alleviation in the position owing to the arrival of shipments 
from South America. 


GOLD OUTPUT AND RAILWAY EARNINGS 


The Transvaal gold output for February (twenty-four working 


days) was 1,011,672 fine ounces with a value, including the pre- 
mium, on the basis of £8 8s. a fine ounce, of £8,498,045, compared 
with 1,129,319 fine ounces with a value on the basis of £8 8s. a 
fine ounce, of £9,486,280 for February 1942 (twenty-four working 
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days). The average daily output for February 1943 compared 
with the previous month rose 816 fine ounces to 42,153. 

Railway earnings from 7th February to 7th March amounted 
to £3,299,881 compared with £3,246,129 for the corresponding 
period of 1942. 


MAIZE, WOOL AND HIDES 


Maize marketing conditions are still difficult owing to the 
scarcity of supplies; unofficial estimates of the new crop put it 
at 22 million bags, which is much less than the original forecast 
but better than recent expectations, owing to the breaking of 
the dry spell in a number of districts. Early arrivals on the 
market of the new crop are expected in April but the quantities 
will probably be rather small. 

The short-wool season at Port Elizabeth has now commenced, 
but deliveries so far are small and it is believed that the quantity 
may be much less than usual as farmers are able to obtain better 
prices for long-wool clips ; Orange Free State wools are arriving 
freely and yielding good values; the Durban and East London 
markets are quiet as the long-wool season is closing. Reports 
from Cape Town state that very dry conditions are prevailing in 
Karroo and that the volume of short wool that will be marketed 
depends on the weather; if the dry spell continues the sheep 
will be shorn, but if rain falls the farmers will prefer to delay the 
shearing in order to obtain higher values. Mohair summer 
clips are being shorn and market arrivals are now expected ; 
unsold stocks of last season’s winter hair are very limited. 

Hides are steady and unchanged. Quotations for sheepskins 
are rather erratic but slightly better on the whole; goatskins 
are steady, and glovers and angoras are in better demand. 

Wattlebark is in good demand from India. Bark extract is 
unchanged. 

The deciduous fruit crop is now estimated to be larger than 
that of last season ; it is reported that the dehydrator at Stellen- 
bosch is now in full working order and giving excellent results. 


United States of America 


RAILWAY OPERATIONS IN 1942 

According to the Guaranty Trust Company of New York the 
outstanding features of railway operations in 1942 were the 
record volume of traffic and the sharp gain in operating efficiency. 
Freight traffic, as measured in ton miles, was nearly 33 per cent. 
larger than in 1941; but, because of the heavier loading of cars 
and the longer average haul, the number of cars loaded rose 
by only 1-3 per cent. Despite these factors, every class of car 
loadings except one rose by 7 per cent. or more. ‘The increases 
were almost entirely offset by the very sharp drop in loadings 
of merchandise in less than carload lots, which amounted to 
more than 30 per cent. 

Summarising the year’s operations, the Association of Ameri- 
can Railroads reports that the carriers handled without con- 
gestion the greatest volume of freight traffic that any form of 
transportation has ever been called upon to move in any corre- 
sponding period. The volume of traffic was more than half 
again as large as that moved in 1918. Some temporary strin- 
gencies in certain types of equipment occurred, but there was 
no interference with the war effort because of inability of shippers 
to obtain cars. The railroads also established a new high record 
in the volume of passenger traffic; the number of passenger- 
miles was 80 per cent. greater than in 1941 and 13 per cent. 
above the previous record obtained in 1920. The roads have 
recently been moving twice the volume of passenger traffic 
they did a year ago with the same amount of equipment, since 
they have been unable to obtain more. 


INCREASED EFFICIENCY 


It has been possible to meet these transportation demands 
because of improvements in equipment construction and a 
continuous increase in operating efficiency. Every index of 
efficiency reflected improvement last year except that of train 
speeds, and the slight decline in average speed of both freight 
and passenger trains was more than offset by the increase in 
the amount of traffic carried per train. 

One important difference between present conditions and 
those during the last war is the greater amount of traffic now 
moving to western ports. Because of war activities in the 
Pacific, the volume of export freight moving to Pacific ports 
now approximates 30 per cent. of the total handled through all 
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ports, as against 7 per cent. in 1941. Freight traffic is reported 
to be moving into North Atlantic ports in a steady stream, in 
contrast with the badly congested situation that prevailed on 
the eastern seaboard during the first world war. 


Paraguay 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 1942 


Imports and exports during the first nine months of last year 
were valued at 12,524,208 Argentine gold pesos and 12,582,951 
gold pesos as compared with 9,068,737 pesos and 11,244,570 
pesos respectively in the corresponding period of 1941. Imports 
from Argentina were valued at 5,725,042 pesos; from the 
United States, 2,763,984 pesos; Brazil, 2,582,440 pesos; Great 
Britain, 804,739 pesos. 

Exports to the principal destinations were: Argentina, 
7,118,254 pesos (of which 5,514,219 pesos represented goods in 
transit); the United States, 2,270,551 pesos and Great Britain 
2,178,252 pesos. 


Uruguay 
WOOL EXPORTS 


Due partly to the fact that exporters are delaying in taking 
delivery of orders placed some time back, the wool market has 
been rather quiet recently, with buyers showing little interest. 
There is practically no demand for the new clip, prices for which 
may at present be considered nominal. 

During the first three months (October-December 1942) of 
the present wool season, Uruguayan wool shipments aggregated 
5,735 bales (of which 3,691 bales went to the United States and 
1,717 bales to Sweden) as compared with 11,350 bales (9.061 
bales to the United States and 1,902 bales to Sweden) in the like 
period of the 1941-42 season. 





Statutory Notice 


Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1942 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 24 
Licences of Right 
The following Patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right” on 
the dates specified below :— 





No. 
of Grantee Subject Matter 
Patent 





10th Mar'ich, 1943 
... | Means whereby insulating or 
oth-r material in sheet or slab 
form may be attached to steel 
frame buildings. 


526801 | Inkley, B. 


17th Marjh, 1943 
442387 Key-operated electric switches 
particularly for use on motor 


463968 
500940 


Key-operated electric switches. 


Tisdell, T. A. & ors. ae 
Flux applying mechanism for side 


J L seams of can bodies. 
518182 | American Can Co. ... | Apparatus for welding sheet 
metal in particular can bodies. 
505060 | Horrell, W. McC. ... | Boots, shoes and the like. 
512409 | Eva, A. one --- | Metal mounts for printing. 
530249 | Sharp, W. R. .-- | Electric torches. 











The Patent Office. M. F. Linp.Ley, 
Comptroller-General. 
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COMPANY MEETING if 
Borax Consolidated 


MAJOR D. ABEL SMITH’S STATEMENT 


| 
te 
The Forty-fifth Ordinary General Meeting of the holders 
Deferred Ordinary shares in Borax Consolidated, Limited, y 
held on 23rd March 1943 in London. 

Major D, Abel Smith, M.C., the chairman of the company, py 
sided. M 
The following is an extract from the statement by the Chairmag 
circulated with the report and accounts and taken as read :— 

Dealing with the salient features of the balance-sheet and 
for the year ended 30th September 1942, the net profit for the year 
under review amounts to £367,658, representing an increngg , 
£13,487 over last year. Adding to the above profit the 
brought forward from 1941 the total to be dealt with is £6241 
From this we have to deduct provision for British taxation £2 : 
consisting of an appropriation of £156,250 from profits, t 
with the sum of £88,750 to be deducted from the dividends paid aq 
proposed. This leaves a balance of £379,749. 

We have already paid the sum of £44,000, less income-tax, on thy 
Five-and-a-Half per Cent. Cumulative Preference stock. Also ay 
interim dividend of 3 per cent. on the Preferred Ordinary Stock way 
declared on 27th October 1942, and paid on 3rd December 194g, 
absorbing £18,000, less income-tax, and we now propose the payment 
of a final dividend of 3 per cent. on the Preferred Ordinary stock 
which will absorb a further £18,000, and to pay a dividend of 9 per 
cent. on the Deferred Ordinary stock, representing the sum of 
£97,500, less income-tax. These dividends, subject to the resolution 
being passed, will be paid to the stockholders on 31st March 1943, 
After providing for these payments amounting, less income-tax, to 
£88,750 and deducting £30,000 for War Contingency Reserve, the 
balance to be carried forward is £260,999, an increase of £908 on the 
previous year. 

The difficulties of trade under war conditions are many. We ar 
affected both directly and indirectly by the various rationing schemes 
and priority regulations applying to the domestic market and to 
several outlets oversea, but, bearing these handicaps in mind, I feel 
confident that you will agree that the results obtained must be 
regarded as eminently satisfactory. 

Increasing quantities of our products are now being employed 
for flame-proofing, and the trend to their more extensive use for 
vital purposes is generally apparent. 

The use of borax for fertilizer purposes, stimulated by the needs 
of the United Nations for maximum food production, continues to 
make steady progress, and is specially noteworthy in connection 
with the cultivation of alfalfa in the United States. Further develop. 
ments are anticipated as a result of surveys of the boron status of 
the soil. 

The products of that company enjoy a high repute both in the 
agricultural and chemical domain ; its output is readily absorbed in 
the home and adjacent markets and our investment therein provés 
in every way satisfactory. 

Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad Company.—As notified in the 
Press, on 12th August last, the United States Army authorities 
requisitioned the Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad. A formal 
protest was lodged at the time, and every necessary step taken to 
protect the bondholders’ interests. However, the dismantling is 
proceeding and terms of settlement are still under negotiation, It 
is needless to add that the bondholders are fully secured by the 
guarantee of our company and that our present operations remain 
unaffected as, long before this requisition, our mining activities were 
transferred to richer deposits which could be more economically 
worked, and were situate much nearer to our refining and shipping 
port. 

FuTurRE PRosPECTS 


In regard to the current vear, so far as the first five months’ 
trading enable the company to judge, there is a slight decline in the 
home and export figures, whilst the American trade continues to 
hold up well. I think it wise to bear always in mind the enormous 
contribution America is making to the war effort, as it foreshadows 
increased taxation there in which our interests may be called upon 
to bear their share. 

Looking further ahead, when the United Nations have achieved 
their aim and peace is happily restored, it is only reasonable to 
assume that all the countries previously supplied by us with crude 
and refined materials will by degrees revive their activities and seck 
to replenish their depleted or probably exhausted stocks with 
little delay as shipping facilities permit. We look forward with 
confidence to our full measure of this revival in trade. 

Before concluding, I should like to again pay a warm tribute to 
Mr, Jenifer, his co-adjutors and staff, for the able manner in which 
our interests in the United States have been safeguarded and fostered 
under increasingly difficult conditions. Our acknowledgments are 
due also to our agents all over the world for their loyal and under: 
standing help. Our management and staff overseas and at home, 
both at the offices and works, have had to cope with many problems 
which they have so creditably surmounted and deserve our warmest 
thanks, 

Finally, I should like to place on record a message of cheer and 
goodwill to the many members of our American and British staffs 
of both sexes who are serving in the Forces, coupled with the hope 
that they will return safely at not too distant a date. 

The Chairman moved the adoption of the report and accounts, 

Colone] J. W. Reid (vice-chairman) seconded the resolution, and 
it was carried unanimously, no questions being asked. 





[Although the report on this paye is published as an advertisement care 
has been taken to ensure, in so far as is possible, that it is fair and 





accurate. | 
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